
Sponsored in 
part by: 

©
 2

0
1
7
 S

C
A

R
C

E
 In

c
. 



Food waste is the single largest material 

sent to landfills. 

95% of  wasted food goes to landfills 
© 2017 SCARCE Inc. 



Food Waste 

Annually, in the US, we waste 

 

133 Billion Lbs of Food 

or 40% of  food produced 

 

Enough to fill 730 football stadiums 

and  equal to 

$165 billion worth 
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Ugly Produce 
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Fishery Waste 

An Ocean Mystery: The Missing Catch documentary on 

Smithsonian Channel 

For Every 1lb of  Fish at 

the Store 
 There’s 10lbs of  By-Catch 
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https://www.smithsonianchannel.com/shows/an-ocean-mystery-the-missing-catch/0/3437476


School Lunchroom Waste 
Audits 

 

Students sort waste during a SCARCE lunchroom waste audit. ©
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Illinois’ Food Waste Legislation 

 HB5530/SB279* 
(Public Act 099-0552) 
 

• Clarifies: schools can donate 

unused food. 

 

• Food service contracts cannot 

restrict food donation 

*Signed into law July 2016, 

effective immediately 
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Federal Food Donation Laws 

Emerson Good Samaritan Food Donation Act (1996) 
Protect businesses & non-profits from liability when donating food to a non-

profit in good faith 

 

 The Food Donation Act of 2017 (in committee) 

Expanding protections of Good Samaritan Act 

Introduced to Congress Feb 7th Rep. Marcia Fudge (D-OH) 

Goal: Increase Food Donations & Decrease Food Waste 
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Recess Before Lunch 
“Play Before Eat” 

Kids are calmer and feel they have time to eat when recess comes first. 
Benefits seen by schools & kids: 

• Reduces food waste – kids feel less rushed 

• Kids eat more fruit & vegetables 

• Drink more milk 

• Eating after exercise is healthier – fewer incidences of headaches, 
stomachaches 

• Fewer discipline problems in cafeteria & classroom 

From National Education Association 



Provide a space for students to put unopen/untouched food back 

for someone else to have. 

Sharing Programs Feed More Kids & 

Reduce Food Waste 

June 2016 USDA released a memo in full support of “share tables” 
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DuPage Schools with Sharing Programs: Districts 93, 45, 204 



Deli Donates Prepared Food 



Food Recovery Network 

National organization of college students committed to reducing food waste 

and reduce hunger in their communities. 

 

www.foodrecoverynetwork.org 
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Elmhurst College currently works with: 
Embrace Living, Humanity Helpers 





Feed People 

Feed soils 

©
 2

0
1
7
 S

C
A

R
C

E
 In

c
 


